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adherence of the non-party man. The opposition of the cava-
liers was likely to endure, but events proved that it was too
weak to overcome Oliver Cromwell and the army. Moreover
there are no clear signs that, in the early days of the republic,
the majority of Englishmen wished to overthrow it. On the
other hand there is abundant evidence that in 1659-60 most
men were eager for the restoration. This marked change in
public opinion had many causes, but it is certain that among
the most potent—perhaps the most potent—was the general
detestation of puritan repressive legislation and inquisitorial
morality. The nation had become disillusioned. Many of those
who in 1640 had been swept off their balance by the moral
fervour of puritanism and had rallied to its banners, had first
gradually returned to their lukewarmness and then become
hostile. There were still plenty of missionaries of the New
Jerusalem, but they had ceased to attract disciples. Men had
started to ask who had benefited by the political and eccle-
siastical changes that had impoverished and harassed the
nation. The almost unanimous answer was: only the soldiers
and the clergy—the redcoats and the blackcoats, as contem-
poraries called them.
The puritan clergy had neglected the precept, 'Be not right-
eous overmuch', and suffered the penalty of having their zeal
attributed to the basest motives. The most forcible expression of
the prevalent belief that ministers were self-seekers who used their
religion to cloak their sordid ambition occurs in a poem, published
in 1655 and entitled A Satyr against Hypocrites. In it the minister
and his flock, the service and the sermon, are held up to ridicule.
There are satirical accounts of a puritan Sunday, fast day, and
the feast that follows compulsory abstinence. The minister recalls
Dickens's Mr. Chadband. He, too, lays about him prodigiously
at table, and greedily swallows all the liquors within reach. From
time to time he interrupts his gluttony to point a moral:
Then quoth the priest, 'The cheere that here we see
Is but an emblem of mortality.
The oxe is strong, and glories in his strength
Yet him the butcher knocks down, and at length
We eate him up. A turkie's very gay,
Like worldly people clad in fine array,
Yet on the spit it looks most piteous,
And we devoure it as the wormes eate us'.

